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At only 24 years old, Blair Hansen has had remarkable success. � e San 
Francisco Bay Area-based singer has won two OutMusic Awards, one for Best 
Country/Folk Song and another for Humanitarian Songwriter of the Year. 
Additionally, her song “Break Away” was recently featured in the fi lm Hannah 
Free, starring Sharon Gless. 

Hansen belongs to the baby dyke generation of artists who came out young 
and have never kept their private lives private. Hansen says it was not hard to 
come out in high school because she was comfortable with her sexuality and 
just assumed others would be too. One thing she is not comfortable with, 
however, is the word “lesbian.” Hansen calls herself gay and refers to herself 
as a “stem” (her term for someone who’s both stud and femme) since she likes 
to wear men’s clothes along with makeup and nail polish. And on this edgy 
musician, the hybrid look works. 

Hansen sees herself as someone who is in the middle of a lot of things. 
She’s a lesbian rocker who’s not quite lesbian enough for some and not quite 
rocker enough for the mainstream. She tries not to let those classifi cations get 
inside her head, though. She makes music from personal experiences, and she 
hopes that her songs will help others through similar experience. Breakups, of 
course, rank high on her list of inspirations, but not all of her songs are sad. 
Currently, she’s in a relationship with a woman 22 years her senior and fi nds 
lyrical fodder in the relationship. “For me, she is very inspirational,” Hansen 
says of her girlfriend. “She has lived her life very full and well, and I learn a 
lot from her. Now I don’t so much experience super-high or low emotional 
states as I did in past relationships, which helped create my music then. Now 
I can write love songs in the truest, rawest form, because I actually understand 
it now.” 

Hansen also fi nds herself in the middle of 
multiple musical styles. She is a self-taught 
guitarist but a classically trained vocalist, and 
both infl uences are apparent in her songs 
(her soaring vocals hit just right, and her 
rocking riff s are not strained at all). And she’s 
a woman who likes women, but her band is 
all men. Hansen explains that she likes the 
dynamic of working with men, “because I can 
boss them around. Kidding. I like to be the 
only power chick.” 

Yet, despite all these pulls in seemingly 
opposite directions, Hansen seems well-
grounded. She exudes calm and confi dence. 
She is excited when she talks about her award, 
and you can see the stars in her eyes when she 
mentions performers with whom she’d like to 
share a stage. “Melissa Etheridge. Of course, 
Melissa. I mean, how could you not want to 
perform with her? She’s iconic.” Other female 
musicians make the list too, like the Indigo 
Girls, Brandi Carlisle, Sarah McLachlan and 
Garrison Starr. Hansen has already released 
three albums and likely has decades of playing 
music ahead of her. She’ll no doubt share the 
stage with some of her idols. ■

HANSEN WALKS   
   THE LINE This subversive young rocker isn’t easily defi ned. 

By Lina Swislocki
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